MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LOWER WASHBURN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
THURSDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2025 HELD IN THE PARISH ROOMS AT LEATHLEY.
Present: Mr. J. Buxton, Mr. D. Holmes, Mr. N. Houseman, Mr. J. Liddle,

              Mr. D. Portlock, Mrs. L. Woledge, Mr. A. Wood
Also in attendance: the Clerk and 1 member of the public.
1. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11 SEPTEMBER 2025
Acceptance of the minutes was proposed by Mr. Portlock and seconded by Mr. Liddle                                  and carried unanimously.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the parish meeting held on the 11 September 2025 circulated previously were a true record and were signed by the chair.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Mr. J. Smith, Mr. W. Keighley, Mr. N. Hull
3. CLERKS REPORT
a) Leathley telephone kiosk – members of the public cannot purchase kiosks only organisations such as the village hall or parish council. It was suggested that residents interested in purchasing and maintaining the telephone kiosk form a group to take over the kiosk from British telecom.
RESOLVED that this be noted.

b) New website – members information. Members addresses must be published and this information has been on our current website since its creation.
RESOLVED that this be noted

4.Nidderdale Community partnership

The parish are asked by NY to nominate two candidates from the three listed. Members agreed to nominate Mr. P. Trewitt from Birstwith and Mr. S. Lumley from Pateley bridge.
5. VEHICLE SPEEDS IN THE PARISH AREA. (continued from previous meeting)
There were no updates.
6. PARISH CARETAKER
Mr. Walsh worked 16 hours in August, 18 hours in September
Mr. Walsh has fallen and broken his hip and will be out of action until the new year. He has recommended a local person 9Mr. Nigel Wooliscroft who has worked with Mr. Walsh on parish work before. Suggestion that Mr. Walsh identifies the work needed and arranges with Mr Woolley for the work to be done. We pay the same rate of pay as Mr. Walsh and a timesheet is submitted for payment.
RESOLVED that this be noted.
.

7. PLANNING.

APPLICATION SUBMITTED

a) Miss J. Dorling, 65 Riverside Park, Otley - Replacement of existing flat roofs with new pitched roofs to front, side and rear.
The parish council had no objections.
b) N Houseman and Partners, Prospect House Farm Lindley North Yorkshire LS21

2QT- prior notification for the installation of roof mounted 136.05kW solar PV

system comprising of 299 x Canadian Solar 455w modules.

The parish council supports the application
c) Messrs J Jefferson and Son, Glebe Farm Stainburn Lane Leathley North Yorkshire LS21 2LGt installing a new access from Stainburn Lane to the farm, access road and

parking area and installation of a wooden shed to house a Self-serve Milk Dispensing Machine.
The parish council had no objections (read comments from neighbour)
d) Mr Nicholas Stubbs, Braythorne House Church Lane Stainburn North Yorkshire LS21 2LW

erection of new detached annexe
The parish had no objections.

e) Mr Martin Currie, Flatts House Leathley Lane Leathley North Yorkshire LS21 2JT

Change of use of an annex to a holiday let with no external alterations. – the parish council had no objections.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED
a) Woodbridge Farm Leathley Lane Leathley -Small single-storey infill extension between house and garage, part garage conversion and garage extension

b) Miss J Dorling, 65 Riverside Park Otley -: Replacement of existing flat roofs with new pitched roofs to front, side and rear
APPLICATIONS REFUSED -nil
CORRESPONDENCE - nil
8. FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Setting the precept for 2026/2027

A financial statement detailing the annual income and expenditure for the parish had previously been circulated. (£4500 had been transferred from the parishes current account to the Skipton account to earn interest).
RESOLVED that the parish precept for 2026/2027 be increased by £750 to £11250
b) Accounts processed for online payments:
Agenda Item – online payments –November2025

1. M. Walsh work carried out in August 2025                                                   £288.00 

2. M. Elam payment for July to September                                                       £712.70 

3. HMRC                                                                                                           £164.80   
4. Anne Hitch Almshouses – grasscutting                                                        £200.75

5. M. Walsh work carried out in September                                                      £334.00
Total                                                                                                                   £1700.25                                                                                                                                        
Paid out of imprest
1. Hire of village hall in September 2025                                                            £30.00 
2. Print cartridges and stationery                                                                        £34.72
Total                                                                                                                      £64.72
Resolved that these payments be approved.
9. HIGHWAYS ISSUES - nil
10.MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS
a) Leathley – footbridge across the Washburn River.

At previous meetings concern had been expressed about the state of this foot bridge and North Yorkshire council had been made aware. Members of the public have also expressed their concerns about the safety of the bridge.
RESOLVED North Yorkshire council be notified of these concerns over the safety of the foot bridge.

b) Castley – broken tree branches 

North Yorkshire council had been made aware of our safety concerns over broken tree branches in Castley that could fall onto the road causing possible injury or vehicle damage. North Yorkshire officers had removed part of the damaged branches adjacent to the road but had left a very large branch hanging of the tree which we consider dangerous.

RESOLVED North Yorkshire council be notified of these concerns.

11. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the parish will take place on 8 January 2026 commencing at 8.00pm in Leathley village hall.

Signed……………………………………………………………………………….
Chairman
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