MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF LOWER WASHBURN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
THURSDAY 14 May 2026 HELD IN THE PARISH ROOMS AT LEATHLEY.
Present: Mr. J. Buxton, Mr. D. Holmes, Mr. N. Houseman, Mr. W. Keighley, Mr. J. Liddle,

              Mr. D. Portlock, Mr. J. Smith, Mrs. Woledge
Also in attendance: the Clerk and 1 member of the public.
1.TO APPOINT A CHAIR OF THE PARISH COUNCIL FOR THE ENSUING YEAR

The nomination for chair was Mr. D. Holmes who was proposed by Councillor Mr. J, Buxton                             

 and seconded by Councillor Mr. D. Portlock. The motion was carried unanimously.

RESOLVED that Councillor Mr. D. Holmes be elected chair for the forthcoming year.

2.TO APPOINT A VICE CHAIR OF THE PARISH COUNCIL FOR THE ENSUING YEAR 

The nomination for vice chair was Mr. J. Buxton who was proposed by Councillor Mr. j. Liddle                          and seconded by Councillor Mr. D. Holmes The motion was carried unanimously.

RESOLVED that Councillor Mr. J. Buxton be elected vice chair for the forthcoming year.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Mr. A. Wood.

4.TO DECIDE THE DATES OF MEETINGS FOR 2026/2027
2026
9 July (to allow for members to attend the Great Yorkshire show)

10 September 

12 November 

2027 

14 January

11 March (including the annual parish meeting)

13 May ((including the annual general meeting)

RESOLVED that the above dates be accepted for the parish meeting in the forthcoming year.

5.. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 MARCH 2026
Acceptance of the minutes was proposed by Councillor Mr. Buxton and seconded by Councillor Mr. J. Liddle and carried unanimously.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the parish meeting held on the 12 March 2026 circulated previously were a true record and were signed by the chair
6. CLERKS REPORT
a) Castley river erosion – the river is eroding the bank either side of where the stones were placed and needs regular checks on the erosion.
RESOLVED that North Yorkshire be notified of our concerns.

b) Zurich parish insurance – the cost of the annual insurance had decreased from £674.64 in 2025/206 to £300 for 2026/2027.
c) Castley – the road will be closed for a period of 48 days between 24 June to 10 August 2026 for Yorkshire Water to install a new water main.
d) Members resignations – North Yorkshire advise that resignations should be notified to them. Following this a notice of vacancy would be displayed in the parish, After a requisite period if there is more than one applicant an election would be called. Vacancies can be left empty so long as the parish is quorate. (Quorate is 3 members) 

7. STANDING ITEMS

a) Leathley footbridge – walkers are concerned the bridge remains closed and no repair work seems to have been proposed.
RESOLVED that North Yorkshire council and Councillor Nathan Hull be made aware of our concerns.

b) Vehicle speeds in the parish area,
8. GRASSCUTTING LEATHLEY
Sue Waddingham for the Almhouse trust attended the meeting to discuss the future financing of the grasscutting in Leathley.
RESOLVED that the parish council take over the complete financing of the grasscutting in Leathley that was formerly shared between the parish, the Almhouse trust, the village hall and the church.
9. PARISH CARETAKER
Mr. Walsh has worked 20 hours in April 2026.

10. PLANNING.
APPLICATION RECEIVED

a) Wharfe Cottage 9 Castley Lane Leathley North Yorkshire LS21 2QB - Demolition of existing single storey rear lean to, part 2 and 1 storey rear and side extension. The parish had no objections.
b)16 Castley Lane Leathley North Yorkshire LS21 2QB - Small extensions to the front and rear of the house. The parish council had no objections.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED

a) Wharfe Cottage 9 Castley Lane Leathley North Yorkshire LS21 2QB - Demolition of existing single storey rear lean to, part 2 and 1 storey rear and side extension. This application has been approved and the materials must match the existing materials of the current buildings
APPLICATIONS REFUSED 

CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Lanshaw House Otley Road to Lanshaw Farm Beckwithshaw North

Yorkshire HG3 1QX - Alleged unauthorised erection of two storey residential dwelling – no update available.
11. FINANCIAL ITEMS


a) Accounts for payment. 

Agenda Item – online payments May 2026   

1. Fee for audit                                                                                              £60.00

2. M. Elam car mileage                                                                                 £60.00

3. Data protection fee                                                                                   £52.00

4. Zurich insurance                                                                                     £300.00

5. M. Walsh work in March                                                                         £348.00

6. M. Walsh work in April                                                                            £370.00

7. J. T. Atkinson materials                                                                            £22.00
      Total                                                                                                             £1212.00                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Paid out of imprest

1. .Ink cartridges                                                                                            £23.72

2. Photocopying                                                                                            £21.80
Total                                                                                                          £45.52                                                                                                     

RESOLVED that these payments be noted and approved

b) Final account for 2025/2026
The final account figures have been circulated to members

RESOLVED that the final account figures be approved and accepted
c) Parish Audit 

1. Annual governance statement 2025/2026
2. Accounting statements 2025/2026
RESOLVED that the annual governance and accounting statements for 2025/2026 be noted and approved.

12. HIGHWAY ISSUES

a) Potholes on lower Farnley Park – some potholes on Farnley park road have been repaired but others still remain and could be dangerous,
RESOLVED that this issue be reported to North Yorkshire.

b) Accidents at the junction of Leathley Lane (B6161) and the A658

this area continues to be a dangerous area for traffic accidents. There have been site meetings between parish members and NY officers to look at this area and one suggestion was that a roundabout might resolve some of the problems. 
RESOLVED that North Yorkshire be asked to look again at what action could be taken to prevent further accidents

13. MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS
a) Leathley Lane – an accident had caused traffic to be diverted through Castley causing the road to be blocked by too much traffic.
b) Creamery Farm – a refilled trench across the road has collapsed under the weight of lorries passing over it.

c) White House farm Castley – parking for Leeds and Bradford airport.

RESOLVED that the above issues be reported to the appropriate authorities.
14. NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the parish will take place on 9 July 2026 commencing at 8.00pm in Leathley village hall.

Signed……………………………………………………………………………….
Chairman

PAGE  
4

